HE Geoff Tooth, Australian High Commissioner to Uganda
Speaking Notes for ActionAid “Food for Thought – Rights for Action” Launch, 
Kumi, 19 January 2012
· Minister; Members of Parliament; District and Community Representatives; staff of ActionAid; ladies and gentlemen.
· It is my very great pleasure to be visiting Kumi District for the first time and to be part of this launching ceremony for the ‘Food for Thought – Rights for Action’ project.   It has taken me too long to make this visit.  Thank you so much for the extraordinary warmth of your welcome.  
· There are many encouraging aspects to this project, and I would like to thank the previous speakers today for the positive things they have had to say in support of this initiative.  I have heard a lot of important statements and comments made today: on gender equality; on the role of government; on poverty eradication; on community engagement; and on how we can all make a difference in the fight against hunger.  
· I am proud that Australia is supporting this project.  One of the things I particularly like about it is that it helps to create positive relationships between organisations and people in Australia with communities and people here in Uganda.  
Ladies and gentlemen,

· You may not realise that Australia has much in common with Africa.  Australia and Africa share dry and unpredictable climates, often poor-quality soils, challenging landscapes and vast distances.  

· By far the largest part of Australia is desert or semi-arid.  Rainfall is highly variable and Australia has suffered from frequent droughts, sometimes lasting up to a decade.  Australia is also prone to cyclones, severe thunderstorms, occasional floods and frequent bushfires.
· In response to these challenges Australia has built considerable scientific and technical expertise in agricultural productivity and trade.  

· There are nearly 140,000 farms in Australia, covering 61% of Australia’s landmass.  Despite the challenges of weather and soils, these farms are productive and Australia is a food exporting country.
· Australia is already finding ways to share the expertise and lessons we have learned about food production with a number of key partners in Africa.  

· Last year I accompanied Ugandan leaders as well as leaders of other countries in East Africa to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth Australia.  There were some very big announcements on food security.  The Commonwealth leaders committed to the Perth Declaration on Food Security Principles which outlined the importance of reducing barriers to trade in agriculture and commits all countries to improve agricultural productivity.  For Australia’s part we backed this announcement up with some significant new funding ($46.8 million) for the Australian Food Security Initiative.

· This has many exciting elements:

· The establishment of an Australian International Centre for Food Security 

· Funding for the African Enterprise Challenge Fund Research into Business window and 

· Funding for the establishment of an international conference, to be held in Australia in 2012, on Food Security in Africa: Bridging Research and Practice.

· These initiatives show the strength of the Australian Government’s commitment to working with African governments, the private sector, research institutions, farmers groups and civil society to improve food security, nutrition and incomes through agriculture.
· In total Australia is providing more than $100 million to improve food security across the continent to 2013.  

· Specifically, this funding is being used to further agricultural research and development across the continent; to increase market access for rural farmers; and to support social safety nets programs that will help the most vulnerable people become resilient to food insecurity through risks and shocks.

· This particular project that we are gathered to launch today, the ‘Food for Thought – Rights for Action’ program, this is part of a bigger initiative funded by the Australian people called the Australia Africa Community Engagement Scheme, or ‘AACES’ for short.  
· AACES is being implemented in communities in 11 countries across Africa with the assistance of NGO partners.   This project will run for five years and we expect it to deliver measurable benefits in the areas of food security, maternal and child health and water and sanitation.
· An important part of the project is sharing experience and learning between the different projects.  I hope that what approaches work well here, can be shared with others across Uganda, as well as in Kenya, Tanzania, MaIawi and many other countries.

· I strongly encourage the ActionAid staff here to work closely with their ActionAid colleagues in Kenya, and to engage with Plan International and World Vision who are also receiving AACES funding in Uganda on a regular basis to facilitate information sharing.  
· The project also provides an opportunity to educate a broader community about some of the development challenges and success stories that are occurring in Africa.  ActionAid will draw on the experience of this project to develop innovative communication materials that will be used to educate Australians about this project and broader issues of agriculture and food security in Uganda.   As the Australian High Commissioner I’m excited that my fellow Australians will be hearing about the work that is happening here.
· Over the next five years I hope we will see many successes in the AACES projects and I look forward to hearing updates on how this project is progressing.  I strongly encourage all members of the Kumi community to be an active participant in this project, to keep an eye on progress and suggest improvements.  
· But for now the time for speeches is over.  Now let us focus our efforts on ending hunger and ensuring food security for all.  For as the posters and the T Shirts say “Food is a right” – it is the right of every child, every woman and every man no matter where they come from or what they earn.  
· Thank you again for welcoming me to Kumi today and for inviting me to be part of the launch.
